
 

Our Crowning Glory 
 
"Friends must balance the inclination to be open and honest with one 
another with the need to be protective of each other's feelings.  Sharing 
doesn't mean unloading on a person.  Total disclosure does not inspire 
intimacy.  Rather, it's an imposition and can cause even the best 
friendships to dissolve." 

Dr. Joyce Brothers 
 
Our relationships are so precious to us!  Intimacy with others, in fact, is 
essential to our personal happiness and to our healthy development.  We 
need each other!  That's why Adam was not a bachelor.  And that's one of 
the primary reasons why God has made us one Body in Christ. 
 
In the divine design of things, we were made to be mutually dependent 
and mutually supportive.  Yet the affection and support we need from 
others was never intended to absolve us from personal responsibility.  
Adam was not excused for eating the forbidden fruit because God made 
the woman, and the woman gave it to him!  In the same context (Gal. 
6:1-5) in which  Paul says, "Carry each other's burdens" he also says, 
"Each man should carry his own load." 
 
God's tribute to human dignity is that He has made us personally 
accountable for our own conduct.  He has blessed us with a wonderful 
support system in our families, our friendships, in the church.  He has 
given us the motivation and the power of His own presence in the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  But, unlike the lower animals of His creation, 
we are not driven primarily by instinct.  Whatever help or hurt others may 
contribute, we enjoy freedom of personal choice, and to the end of the 
day, we are accountable both to God and to man for our choices.   
 
That is our unique badge of distinction!  It's bottom-line evidence of our 
maturity.  And while responsibility is certainly not meritorious, our 
crowning glory will be to hear our Maker say, "Well done, good and 
faithful servant." 
  

Ruel Dean Catlett 
 
 
 
 

The Way Things Ought To Be 
 
"Any cook of either sex, white or black, of any and all nationalities and 
religious affiliations, hereafter shall make and bake biscuits of a size not 
less than six inches in circumference, to weigh not more than one ounce 
when done, always to be served hot." 
 Oklahoma State Legislature bill, 
 Introduced by Senator Fletcher M. Johnson, 1926-27 
 
 Silly as this is, I'll bet there's not one of us who hasn't said "There oughta 
be a law" to make something the way we think it should be!  But we know 
it wouldn't work.  God once devised a system of law designed to make 
things as they should be, and it didn't even work for Him!  Of course, He 
knew it wouldn't.  That's why the law was only a temporary measure to 
keep things from falling apart until something better could be 
implemented.   
 
In an imperfect society, laws are necessary.  Because of our sinful 
selfishness, there must be rules, and there must be penalties when the 
rules are broken.  But it's not good enough.  We know that over the long 
haul, morality, faithfulness, and fairness cannot be legislated.  And when 
we do try to impose such legislation, we also know that the most severe 
penalty will not keep someone from cooking a little, heavy, cold biscuit!   
 
Christians should not need the restraints and penalties of laws to make 
them behave as they know they should!  God says, "If you love me, you 
will obey my commands."  The same is true of our human relationships.  If 
we love others, we will not need laws to cause us to treat them lovingly. 
 
Yes, laws are still essential in our world, but they should not be necessary 
for people in whom the Spirit of God resides.  Hearts overflowing with 
gratitude and love should be sufficient to make things be as they ought to 
be, in our homes and in our churches.    
 
Let's celebrate our freedom to love by loving rather than attempt to 
conduct our relationships by a system that couldn't make things as they 
should be, even for God! 
 Ruel Dean Catlett 
 
 
 
 


